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CHAPTEE VII.

THE  REIGN  OF  SARGON  II.

SHALMAKESEE IV died in the month of Tebet,
and in the very same month Sargon II (721-705
B. C.)1 became king of Assyria. Like Tiglath-
pileser III, he was not of royal blood. In no sin-
gle passage does he ever claim descent from any
of the previous kings, nor in any way allude to his
parentage. His son, Sennacherib, who succeeded
him, is also silent concerning the origin of Sargon,
but his grandson, Esarhaddon, provides him with
an artificial genealogy which carries back his line
to Bel-bani, an ancient king of Asshur. It is a
striking fact that he was able to put himself so
quickly and so securely on the throne, and it
makes one think that there may have been some
understanding before the death of Shalmaneser by
which Sargon was made the legal heir. On the
other hand, he may tave been a successful gen-
eral, as we "have already supposed that Tiglath-
pileser III was, and so had in his hand a weapon
ready to enforce his ambitious claims to the throne.
Like Tiglathpileser, also, he must have been well
known as a man of force, for there was no upris-

1 The death of Shalmaneser IV took place in 722, which became Sargon's
accession year; but the Assyrians counted 721 as the first year of his reign,
full years only being counted.